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The primary objective of this Paper is to illuminate the hypothesils
that, on the cne hand, development is a function of practice and training -
e.g. intelligence is educsble -~ and, on the other, we crganize programs for
the so-called mentally retarded, and set priorities, in ways to illustrate
that people do not change, that alternatives to segregated settings are not
necessary, that special classes and institutions serve mankind well. It is
hoped that program perticipants will comsider the possibility that there is
a very strong mental heslthemental retardation monolith that exerts encrmous
influence insofar as the education, training, and treatment of disabled
pecple are concerned, However, the monolith is not the special class, the
institution, or other special settings. Rather, the monolith has been created,
and perseveres, becaugse of the unavailability of alternatives for clients,
families, and others concerned with the education and treatment of people with
special needs, The monolith is a creation of the single way, no-optiom,
ideological block of granite that we call "institutions” and "special classes.”

Obtained during the course of my resesrch and clinical activities, the
following sumarizes major considerations suggested for discussion:

1. Although there is little sciemtific evidence that permits definitive
answers to the so-called nature-murture question, there is enormous clinical
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M—tmm&m@imtinten%@mia educable, The Wild Boy

of Aveyran, The Autcblography of Helen Keller ,t.hawkormyw and
our experiences are but & few of the many examples that lend cogent testie

moxny in support of this hypothesis., However, evidence aside, for reasons
dealing with the mission of teachers and others in the helping professions,
the aforementicned is the only defensible hypothesis, |

Nirje's
"Normalization” theory, the religious end ethical teachings and behavior
of thousands of others since the begimings of owr civilization provide Man
with, at least, & glimmer of hope that we will one day take this concept

more seriously than heretofore.

3. Men has a penchant %o segregate, to separate, to stigmatize, to

statements obtaining from the so-called Partlow decision in Alebsma was

the cowrt's decision that people have the right to the "least restricted
setting necessary for habilitetion.,” It is not encugh for government to
offer services. Those services must not &maeeamm segregate or restrict,

b, :

_ s_to be partially undarstood.
The efficacy studies, owr nomenclature changes, the Black Revolution, and

other acientific sand soclal movements have led us to & better comprehension
of vhat must be consldered no more than an administrative rather than sclen-
tific term.
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5. The work of Lindsley, most recent in s long line of ploneering
educational psychologiste, cause us now to tentatively consider the possi-
bility that the child in school knows what's best for him, and curricula
should be designed and im

6. As John Dewey said many years ago, teachers own the schools as
much as children, principals, and perents. It appears that only in the

University, and sametimes not even there, do we take this important notion
serioualy.
7. The more things more they remain the same. In ouwr

special field, we have confused activity, laws, buildings, new money, new
converts as evidence that we have progressed, that the world for the so-
called mentally retarded is better,

8. The problems we are facing in this field are very complex, as
are the solutions. Possibly, our research has suffered from the inappro-
priate assigmment of independent and dependent variables. Fossibly, as
Illich once sald, the world is opaque, mysterious and secret, and the most
important problems facing mankind are those that have been most effectively

concealed fram public observation and consideratiom,

9. We must return some responsibility, some authority, some decision
making, same priority setting to the consumers of services, As has been
sald in other contexts sbout other matters, education is too important to
be given entirely to professionals and their interests, It ien't that
professionals are less able or less trustworthy than consumers., They are
different, with different agendas and priarities,
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Throughout my cerecr, I have been engaged in but one work, I have
written books and monographs, studied and interneted with children and
their families; the meture of that work concerns cancepts of educability,
plasticity of developmenti, the potentials human beings have for changing,
Essentially, I have leaxrmed that: dintelligence, all development, is
educable, Therefore, for many of the reasons discussed here and others
that cach of us may personelly adhere to, all human beings are valusble,
The rest is merely commentary about that conviction,



